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F or me, and many of 
you, the sailing sea-

son for 2007 is over.  
Bummer!  Wish it were 
longer.  Of course, 
some of you take you 
vessels to the Bay for 
the winter and enjoy 
some great sailing 
there with less wind 
than in the summer.  
Hope you enjoy your-
selves and do well.   
This year, after a hiatus of 
4 years, the club char-
tered a boat from which to 
observe the Big Boat Se-
ries in the Bay.  This was 
a first for Joyce and me, 
but hopefully will not be 
the last.  Twenty three of 
us boarded the Avalon, a 
70 wood classic power 
boat in Sausalito on Fri-
day, September 14 and 
departed at noon.  We 
skirted the shore and went 
out “The Golden Gate” 
however briefly and then 
“hung out” near the Black-
haller mark just West of 
St. Francis YC.  The 
weather mark (offset 
marks) of the course for 
the larger boats was our 
destination.  The Captain 
is an experienced sailor 
(O-30, and some larger 
craft, so knew how to ma-
neuver our boat to the 
best advantage for our 
“sight seeing” and still 
avoid interfering with the 
racing boats.  Boy, was he 
good!  As evidenced by 
some of the accompany-
ing pix, we were “up close 
and personal” with the 
best of the best.  It was 
really great watching the 
TP-52’s tack, and 12 or 
more bodies shift from the 
side to side during the 
tack.  These guys are the 
“professionals.” 

But, we also observed 
bloopers which were 
some of the same errors 
we make.  On one boat, 

the spinnaker bag went 
up with the kite and was 
dangling from the tack.  
(More windage?  Per-
haps?)  
It took 
a few 
g u y s 
h a n g -
i n g 
o v e r 
t h e 
side to 
retrieve 
it. 
On an-
o t h e r 
b o a t 
t h e 
spinnaker halyard was 
caught behind the pole 
topping lift, so picture 
this:  A BIG spinnaker 
ballooning out with the 
head about half way up 

the mast.  A veritable sight 
to see!  They got it sorted 
out after a few boat 
lengths and went on their 
way East to a mark be-
yond Alcatraz. 
After watching most of the 

bigger boats round the 
weather mark, we followed 
the fairly well spread out 

fleet past Alcatraz to near 
Treasure Island.  The J-
105’s were using that area 
for their course, and man, 
there were a bunch – 

someone said 30 + on the 
water.  Now that’s one de-
sign competition!  In 
spades!  Would that I 
could afford that action! 
After that we headed back 
on the North side of Alca-

traz to Sausa-
lito.  It was a 
very enjoyable 
day, with great 
views of some 
of the best rac-
ing. 
Having heard 

this, and after looking at 
the pix, I hope that many 
of you will be motivated to 
join us next year.  The 

more the merrier; 
and the cheaper per 
person.  This year, 
with 23 the cost per 
person was $80., but 
if we could coax 
more people into 
coming, the price 
would obviously be 
less.  We might even 
be able to get a 
group rate at a local 
hotel. 
Save your pennies 
for this – it’s the ulti-

mate in sailing and you, as 
sailors owe it to yourselves 
to participate.  Also, you 
guys – it’s a great day on 
the bay in comfort, which 
your non-sailing wives 
would surely enjoy!  Like I 
said – start saving your 
pennies for next year. 
The Christmas party will 
be held on December 7 at 
the Embassy Suites, much 
the same as last year.  
Invitations will be in the 
mail soon, but put this date 
on your calendar now.  It’s 
a fun “do”, and I hope to 
see you there!  Remember 
the Secret Santa. 
Fair Winds and Following 
Seas 
 

VIEW FROM THE HELM 
HOWARD STEVENS 

“The Christmas party will be held on December 7 at the 
Embassy Suites, much the same as last year.  Invitations 

will be in the mail soon, but put this date on your calendar 
now.  It’s a fun “do”, and I hope to see you there!  Remem-

ber the Secret Santa.” 

WYC PUZZLER 

I AM SITTING ON MY THREE-MASTED SQUARE-SAIL SAIL-
ING SHIP, AND NOTICE THAT THE SUN DIAL IS INDI-
CATING THAT THE SUN IS DIRECTLY OVERHEAD. 

I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT MY LONGITUDE IS (GPS 
IS NOT INVENTED). HOWEVER, I HAVE WORLD-WIDE 
CALLING CAPABILITY. 

TO FIND MY LONGITUDE — 

: WHO DO I CALL? 

AND 

: WHAT DO I ASK THEM? 

RIGHT ANSWERS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT IS-
SUE. 

SEND ANSWERS TO THE EDITOR OF LAYLINE. 
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THE OCTOBER GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEET-
ING WILL PUT BEFORE THE MEMBERSHIP THE 

FOLLOWING ISSUES TO BE VOTED ON: 
 

1.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2008 
 
2. THE WYC EXECUTIVE BOARD VOTED TO IN        
 CREASE THE DUES TO $100 PER YEAR FOR 
 FULL MEMBERSHIP AND $50 PER YEAR FOR         
 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS STARTING 2008. THE        
 INCREASE IS NEEDED TO COVER THE IN
 CREASE OF COST OF LIVING AND ADDITIONAL      
 EXPENSES OF RUNNING MEETINGS  AT VARI
 OUS LOCAL RESTAURANTS. 

FROM LATITUDE 38 
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ST. FRANCIS Y.C. BIG BOAT SERIES 
 

AS SEEN BY THE LAKE TAHE WINDJAMMERS Y.C. 
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MEMBERS:  JOHN AND JEANETTE NOTMAN’S J-109 

PICTURES BY VIC BEELIK 
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LTWYC EXECUTIVE BOARD 2007 

Commodore  Howard Stevens 775-267-0344 

  n6mte@clearwire.net 

Vice Commodore Mike Robinson 530-577-8175 

  robsocon@earthlink.net 

Rear Commodore Robert Huckaby 530-544-4697 

  bobhuckaby@aol.com 

Secretary  Vic Beelik 775-588-1385 

  vbeelik@charter.net 

Treasurer  Jim Dougherty  530-577-6277 

  jdougherty@laketahoe.harrahs.com 

Member-At-Large Lynn Wright 530-544-1482 

  potterybylynn@6mail.com 

Past Commodore Jon Hoefer 530-577-5922 

  jtahoefer@aol.com 

COMMITTEES 

Junior Program Rob Anderson 775-783-9567 

Membership  Rob Anderson 775-783-9567 

  randerson@roanderson.com 

Publicity/Web Page  Ralph Thomas 530-541-
2543 

  htayurt@yahoo.com 

Layline  Don Newman 530-542-3641 

  denewman2@aol.com 

  

COVER:  
AIRBORNE 

FANNETTE ISLAND RACE 

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 

Monday October 15th,  
1800 hours  

 
EMBASSY SUITES 

 

WINE TASTING 
 
 
 

BRING HORS D’OEURVES AND A BOTTLE OF 
WINE TO SHARE 

 


